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The rich history of University College Dublin Rugby Football Club has 

been fashioned by literally thousands of players, coaches, administrators 

and supporters over the past 100 years. Players at all levels of talent and 

achievement have woven the fabric of this Club and have influenced its 

unique culture.

As part of our Centenary celebrations, the Club is making a presentation 

to players that have been selected as the Team of the Century at the 

Centenary Dinner on friday, march 25th 2011. The selection of the Team of 

the Century, from the nominations listed here, has been undertaken by two 

people who have a strong rugby pedigree, but who are independent of the 

Club; Edmund Van Esbeck and Jim Glennon.  

If the truth be told, UCD could easily produce half a dozen selections of 

exceptionally strong teams, such is the depth of quality of those who have 

worn St Patrick’s Blue. as you peruse the nominees, i am confident that you 

will agree with me. 

I would like to express my appreciation to MarketSpreads for their support 

for the Team of the Century project. i would also like to thank Billy 

Murphy and Finbar Costello for the considerable work they put into the 

project.

Finally, i offer my congratulations to those selected for the Team of the 

Century honour.  

Hugh Brady
President, 
UCD RFC
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UCD captain Andy Cummiskey celebrates with the cup
Leinster Senior League Cup Final, St Marys College v UCD

Donnybrook Stadium, Dublin - 21 November 2010



UCD for me epitomises values like enterprise, positivity, openness, adventure, 

courage, intelligence, humour and collegiality.

 

The shining light, the beacon of example, of those values is UCD Rugby 

Club. for 100 years “collidge” players have graced the national and 

international rugby stage producing seventy internationals, eight irish 

captains (including the incumbent), ten british and irish Lions and scores 

of provincial representatives.

 

We all salute this wonderful tradition. We revel in the excitement and fun 

of the nominations and selections for the UCD RFC Team of the Century. 

Above all we remember all those who have enjoyed, played and contributed 

to UCD Rugby since 1910.

 

MarketSpreads.ie is both thrilled and honoured to sponsor the Team of 

the Century. While we draw clients from all five continents, like UCD, our 

heartland support is in Ireland. You need discipline and good foraging 

instincts to trade the global markets well. What better inspiration can 

there be, for us and our clients, than to follow the pioneering ethos and 

values of UCD Rugby Club?

 

Here’s to the next 100 years.

 

John McGlade
Sales and Marketing Director, MarketSpreads.ie
BComm 1983
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UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY ERA

1910 − 1939
Position	 Player	
1/3	 Andy Courtney (Ireland) 1919/20

1/3	 Tim Boland (unofficial cap) 1937/38

1/3 	 Tommy Headon (Ireland) 1938/39

1/3 	 Jim Ryan (Ireland) 1938/39

8	 Alec Spain (Ireland) 1923/24

10	 Eugene O’D Davy (Ireland) 1929-34

12/13	 DB (David) Sullivan (Ireland) 1921/22

12/13 	 Larry McMahon (Ireland) 1930/31

12/13 	 Aidan Bailey (Ireland) 1933/34

1940s
Position	 Player	
1	 Tom Callan (Connacht) 

2	 Mick Dargan (Ireland)

4	 Sean McAulliffe (Leinster) 

4 	 Hugh Dolan (Leinster) 

5	 Charley Coghlan

6/7/8	 Robin Feddis

6/7/8 	 Billy Linehan (Leinster) 

6/7/8	 Ray Ball (Leinster) 

6/7/8	 Don Hingerty (Ireland*)

10	 Joe Hackett (Leinster) 

11	 Kevin O’Flanagan (Ireland)

11/13 	 Gerry O’Reilly (Leinster) 

12	 Jimmy Connell

13	 Breen Mullen (Leinster and Munster)

14	 Frank Johnston (Leinster) 

14	 John Blayney (Ireland)

15	 Tim O’Toole (Leinster)

* capped while at UCD



UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY ERA

1950s
Position	 Player	
1/3	 Willie (Boldy) O’Neill (Ireland*)

3	 Jack Molony (Ireland)

5	 Bill Mulcahy (Ireland*)

5/8	 Ronnie Kavanagh (Ireland*)

6	 Tom Fahy

6	 Noel Feddis (Ireland)

7	 Paddy Kavanagh (Ireland*)

7	 Charles Lydon (Ireland)

9	 Tom Cullen (Ireland*)

11	 Michael Quaid (Connacht)

11	 Seamus Byrne (Ireland*)

12	 Robin Godfrey (Ireland*)

14	 Michael Hillary (Ireland*)

14	 Niall Brophy (Ireland*)

1960s
Position	 Player	
1/3	 PJ Dwyer (Ireland*)

1/3	 Peter Sutherland

1/3	 Mick Carey (Munster)

1/3	 Ray McLoughlin (Ireland*)

1/3	 Al Moroney (Ireland*)

2 	 Aidan Brady (Ireland*)

2	 Michael Moroney

4	 Paddy Swan

4	 Ted Watson (Munster)

5	 Brian O’Halloran (Connacht)

6	 Malachy Coughlin (Connacht)

6/7	 Mick Doyle (Ireland*)

7	 Derry Roughan

7	 Fergus Slattery (Ireland*)

8 	 Henry Wall (Ireland)

9	 John Quirke  (Ireland)

9	 Jimmy Kelly (Ireland*)

9	 Mick Butler

10	 Gerry Tormey (Leinster)

10/15	 John Murray (Ireland*)

11	 Eddie Thornton (Leinster)

11/14	 John Moroney (Ireland)

11/14	 Frank Byrne (Ireland*)

12/13	 Barry Bresnihan (Ireland*)

12/14	 Pat Casey (Ireland*)

14	 Billy Glynn (Connacht)

15	 Tony Hickie

* capped while at UCD



* capped while at UCD

1970s
Position	 Player	
1	 Tom Feighery (Ireland)

1	 Tom Kavanagh

2	 John Cantrell (Ireland*)

2	 Harry Harbison (Ireland)

4	 Kevin Mays (Ireland*)

4	 Brendan Mays

4	 Paddy Gahan

5	 Con Feighery (Ireland)

5	 Leo Galvin (Ireland)

6/7	 Jimmy Burns

6/8	 Shay Deering (Ireland)

7	 Stephen Hall

7	 Michael Sherry (Ireland)

7/8	 Ronan Kearney (Ireland)

9	 Sammy Lyons

10	 Henry Murphy (Ireland non cap)

10	 Conor Sparks (Leinster)

10	 Daragh Coakley (Leinster)

11/14	 John Fortune (Ireland B*)

12/13	 James Crowe (Ireland*)

12	 Gary Coakley

13	 Ray Finn (Ireland*)

13	 Ian Finnegan (Leinster)

13	 Frank O’Driscoll (Ireland non cap)

14	 Tom Grace (Ireland*)

14	 Dave Moore

15	 Tony Ensor (Ireland)

1980s
Position	 Player	
1	 Shaun Beverland 

1/3	 Bobby Byrne

1	 Mark Connolly

2	 Willie Burns (Leinster)

4	 Peter Silvester

5	 John Colclough

5	 Brian O’Sullivan

5	 Kevin Molony

7	 Derek McGrath (Ireland*)

7/6	 David Webb

7/6	 Paddy Swan

8	 Paddy Kenny (Ireland)

8	 Declan Gardiner

9	 Sean O’Beirne

9	 Philip McDonnell

9	 Eoin Halpin

10	 John Mulhall

11	 John Gardiner

12	 John Duffy

12	 Ray Hernan

12	 Cathal McGrath

13	 Paul Bauress

13	 Peter Norton

15	 Pat Hinkson

15/10	 Jody Fanagan

15/10	 Collie Dunne

UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY ERA



* capped while at UCD

1990s
Position	 Player	
1	 Finbar Griffin

1	 Ces Porter

2 	 Andy Donovan

2	 Ray Power

4	 Hubi Kos

5	 Gabriel Fulcher (Ireland)

5	 Jim O’Callaghan (Leinster)

7	 Greg McConkey

7	 Stephen Rooney (Leinster)

7	 Dara O’Flaherty 

8	 Brian Toland

8	 Fergal O’Beirne

8	 Kevin Spicer

9	 Stephen McIvor (Ireland)

9	 Kevin Hogan

9	 Derek Hegarty (Leinster)

10/12	 Killian Keane (Ireland)

11	 Darragh O’Mahoney (Ireland*)

11	 Dapo Odumeru

12/13	 Kerry Mark McCarthy

13	 Brian Glennon (Ireland)

15	 Paddy Barr

1995 − 2000
Position	 Player	
2	 David Blaney (Leinster)

3	 Dave Hewitt (New Zealand)

3	 Ronnie McCormack (Leinster)

5	 Colm Keane

6	 Joe Shine

6	 Niall Breslin (Leinster)

7	 Gordon Cantwell (Leinster)

7	 Anthony Carroll

7	 Neil Coughlan

9	 Ciaran Scally (Ireland*)

10	 Andy Dunne (Leinster)

10	 Paddy Wallace (Ireland)

11/15	 Denis Hickie (Ireland)

12	 Michael Colling

12	 Shane Moore (Connacht)

12	 Paddy Hicky-Dwyer

13	 Brian O’Driscoll (Ireland*)

15/11	 Philip Bredin

15	 Dermot O Sullivan (Connacht)

UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY ERA



Ray McLoughlin 
Ireland v All Blacks

Lansdowne Road, January 1973



UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY ERA

2000 − 2004
Position	 Player	
1	 Michael Moynagh

1	 Andy O’Brien

1	 John Anthony Lee

1	 Brian Hall

2	 Conor Geoghegan

3	 Ian Lynam

3	 Keith Doyle

4	 Colm Keane

4	 Simon Crawford (Leinster)

5	 Peter Callanan

6	 John Campbell

6	 Dermot Blaney

6	 Kevin McLaughlin (Ireland)

7	 Peter Shanley

7	 Tom Carter (Connacht)

7	 Louis Burke

8	 Des Dillon (Leinster)

8	 Kevin Croke

9	 Brian O’Riordan (Leinster)

9	 Daragh Geraghty

10	 Eoghan Hickey (Leinster)

11 	 Stuart McCarron

12 	 Niall Kearns

12 	 Michael Hastings

13 	 Ken Kennedy

14 	 James Norton (Connacht)

15 	 Darren McKenna

15 	 Ross McCarron (Leinster)

2005 − 2010 
Position	 Player	
1 	 Brian McGovern

2 	 Risteard Byrne

3 	 Ben Barclay

4 	 Arthur Houlihan

4 	 Brian Cawley

5 	 Richie Mandano

5 	 Mark Flanagan (Leinster)

6 	 Shane Grannell

7 	 Sean O’Brien (Ireland)
8 	 Matt Nagle

9 	 Rob Shanley

9 	 Cillian Willis (Leinster/Ulster)

10 	 Niall Earls

11 	 Vasily Artemiev (Russia)
12 	 Killian Lett 

13 	 Fergus McFadden (Ireland)
13 	 Andy Cummiskey

14 	 Stephen Grissing (Leinster)

14 	 Cian Aherne (Leinster)

15 	 Rob Kearney (Ireland*)
15 	 Michael Twomey

* capped while at UCD



Fergus McFadden, UCD. AIL League 21, April 2007



UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY position

Position	 Player	
1/3 	 Andy Courtney (Ireland) 1919/20

1/3 	 Tim Boland (unofficial cap) 1937/38

1/3 	 Tommy Headon (Ireland) 1938/39

1/3 	 Jim Ryan (Ireland) 1938/39

1 	 Tom Callan (Connacht) 1940s

1/3 	 Willie (Boldy) O’Neill (Ireland) 1950s

1/3 	 PJ Dwyer (Ireland*) 1960s

1/3 	 Peter Sutherland 1960s

1/3 	 Mick Carey 1960s

1/3 	 Ray McLoughlin (Ireland*) 1960s

1/3 	 Al Moroney (Ireland*) 1960s

1 	 Tom Feighery 1970s

1 	 Tom Kavanagh 1970s

1 	 Shaun Beverland 1980s

1/3 	 Bobby Byrne 1980s

1 	 Mark Connolly 1980s

1 	 Finbar Griffin 1990/95

1 	 Ces Porter 1990/95

1/3 	 Ronnie McCormack (Leinster) 

	 1995/2000

1 	 Michael Moynagh 2000/04

1 	 Andy O’Brien 2000/04

1 	 John Anthony Lee 2000/04

1 	 Brian Hall 2000/04

1 	 Brian McGovern 2005/10

Position	 Player	
3 	 Jack Molony (Ireland) 1950s

3 	 Dave Hewitt (New Zealand) 1995/2000

3 	 Ian Lynam 2000/04

3 	 Keith Doyle 2000/04

3 	 Ben Barclay 2005/10

2 	 Mick Dargan (Ireland) 1940s

2 	 Aidan Brady (Ireland*) 1960s

2 	 Michael Moroney 1960s

2 	 John Cantrell (Ireland*) 1970s

2 	 Harry Harbison (Ireland) 1970s

2 	 Willie Burns (Leinster) 1980s

2 	 Andy Donovan 1990/95

2 	 Ray Power 1990/95

2 	 David Blaney (Leinster) 1995/2000

2 	 Conor Geoghegan 2000/04

2 	 Risteard Byrne 2005/10

* capped while at UCD



UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY position

Position	 Player	
4 	 Sean McAulliffe (Leinster) 1940s

4 	 Hugh Dolan (Leinster) 1940s

4 	 Paddy Swan 1960s

4 	 Ted Watson (Munster) 1960s

4 	 Kevin Mays (Ireland*) 1970s

4 	 Brendan Mays 1970s

4 	 Paddy Gahan 1970s

4 	 Peter Silvester 1980s

4 	 Hubi Kos 1990/95

4 	 Colm Keane 2000/04

4 	 Niall Breslin (Leinster) 2000/04

4 	 Simon Crawford (Leinster) 2000/04

4 	 Arthur Houlihan 2005/10

4 	 Brian Cawley 2005/10

5 	 Charley Coghlan 1940s

5/8 	 Ronnie Kavanagh (Ireland*) 1950s

5 	 Bill Mulcahy (Ireland*) 1950s

5 	 Brian O’Halloran (Connacht) 1960s

5 	 Con Feighery (Ireland) 1970s

5 	 Leo Galvin (Ireland) 1970s

5 	 John Colclough 1980s

5 	 Brian O’Sullivan 1980s

5 	 Kevin Molony 1980s

5 	 Gabriel Fulcher (Ireland) 1990/95

5 	 Jim O’Callaghan (Leinster) 1990/95

5 	 Colm Keane 1995/2000

5 	 Peter Callanan 2000/04

5 	 Richie Mandano 2005/10

5 	 Mark Flanagan (Leinster) 2005/10

Position	 Player	
6/7/8 	 Robin Feddis 1940s

6/7/8 	 Billy Linehan (Leinster) 1940s

6/7/8 	 Ray Ball (Leinster) 1940s

6/7/8 	 Don Hingerty (Ireland*) 1940s

6 	 Noel Feddis (Ireland) 1950s

6 	 Tom Fahy 1950s

6 	 Malachy Coughlin (Connacht) 1960s

6/7 	 Mick Doyle (Ireland*) 1960s

6/8 	 Shay Deering (Ireland) 1970s

6/7 	 Jimmy Burns 1970s

6 	 Joe Shine 1995/2000

6 	 John Campbell 2000/04

6 	 Dermot Blaney 2000/04

6 	 Kevin McLaughlin (Ireland) 2000/04

6 	 Shane Grannell 2005/10

7 	 Paddy Kavanagh (Ireland*) 1950s

7 	 Charles Lydon (Ireland) 1950s

7 	 Derry Roughan (Leinster) 1960s

7 	 Fergus Slattery (Ireland*) 1960s

7 	 Michael Sherry (Ireland) 1970s

7/8 	 Ronan Kearney (Ireland) 1970s

7 	 Stephen Hall 1970s

* capped while at UCD



Fullback Michael Twomey counter attacks 
in the Leinster Senior League Cup Final, 

Donnybrook, November 2010



UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY position

Position	 Player	
7 	 Derek McGrath (Ireland*) 1980s

7/6 	 David Webb 1980s

7/6 	 Paddy Swan 1980s

7 	 Greg McConkey (Leinster) 1990/95

7 	 Stephen Rooney (Leinster) 1990/95

7 	 Dara O’Flaherty 1990/95

7 	 Gordon Cantwell (Leinster) 1995/2000

7 	 Anthony Carroll 1995/2000

7 	 Neil Coughlan 1995/2000

7 	 Peter Shanley 2000/04

7 	 Tom Carter (Connacht) 2000/04

7 	 Louis Burke 2000/04

7 	 Sean O’Brien (Ireland) 2005/10

8 	 Alec Spain (Ireland) 1923/24

8 	 Henry Wall (Ireland) 1960s

8 	 Paddy Kenny (Ireland) 1980s

8 	 Declan Gardiner 1980s

8 	 Brian Toland 1990/95

8 	 Fergal O’Beirne 1990/95

8 	 Kevin Spicer 1990/95

8 	 Des Dillon (Leinster) 2000/04

8 	 Kevin Croke 2000/04

8 	 Matt Nagle 2005/10

Position	 Player	
9 	 Tom Cullen (Ireland*) 1940s

9	 John Quirke (Ireland) 1960s

9	 Jimmy Kelly (Ireland*) 1960s

9 	 Mick Butler 1960s

9 	 Sammy Lyons 1970s

9 	 Sean O’Beirne 1980s

9 	 Philip McDonnell 1980s

9 	 Eoin Halpin 1980s

9 	 Stephen McIvor (Ireland) 1990/95

9 	 Kevin Hogan 1990/95

9 	 Derek Hegarty (Leinster) 1990/95

9 	 Ciaran Scally (Ireland*) 1995/2000

9 	 Brian O’Riordan (Leinster) 2000/04

9 	 Daragh Geraghty 2000/04

9 	 Rob Shanley 2005/10

9 	 Cillian Willis (Leinster/Ulster) 2005/10

* capped while at UCD



Position	 Player	
10 	 Eugene O’D Davy (Ireland) 1929-34

10 	 Joe Hackett (Leinster) 1940s

10/15 	 John Murray (Ireland*) 1960s

10 	 Gerry Tormey (Leinster) 1960s

10 	 Conor Sparks (Leinster) 1970s 

10 	 Daragh Coakley (Leinster) 1970s

10	 Henry Murphy (Ireland non cap) 1970s

10 	 John Mulhall 1980s

10/12 	 Killian Keane (Ireland) 1990/95

10 	 Andy Dunne (Leinster) 1995/2000

10 	 Eoin Hickey (Leinster) 1995/2000

10 	 Paddy Wallace (Ireland) 1995/2000

10 	 Eoghan Hickey (Ireland) 2000/04

10 	 Niall Earls 2005/10

11/13 	 Gerry O’Reilly (Leinster) 1940s

11 	 Kevin O’Flanagan (Ireland) 1940s

11 	 Michael Quaid (Connacht) 1950s

11 	 Seamus Byrne (Ireland*) 1950s

11 	 Eddie Thornton (Leinster) 1960s

11/14	 John Moroney (Ireland) 1960s

11/14 	 Frank Byrne (Ireland*) 1960s

11/14 	 John Fortune (Ireland B*) 1970s

11 	 John Gardiner 1980s

11 	 Darragh O’Mahoney (Ireland*) 1990/95

11 	 Dapo Odumeru 1990/95

11/15 	 Denis Hickie (Ireland) 1995/2000

11 	 Stuart McCarron 2000/04

11 	 Vasily Artemiev (Russia) 2005/10

Position	 Player	
12/13 	 DB (David) Sullivan (Ireland) 1921/22

12/13 	 Larry McMahon (Ireland) 1930/31

12/13 	 Aidan Bailey (Ireland) 1933/34

12 	 Jimmy Connell 1940s

12 	 Robin Godfrey (Ireland*) 1950s

12/14 	 Pat Casey (Ireland*) 1960s

12/13 	 Barry Bresnihan (Ireland*) 1960s

12/13 	 James Crowe (Ireland*) 1970s

12 	 Gary Coakley 1970s

12 	 John Duffy 1980s

12 	 Ray Hernan 1980s

12 	 Cathal McGrath 1980s

12/13 	 Kerry Mark McCarthy 1990/95

12 	 Michael Colling 1995/2000

12 	 Shane Moore (Connacht) 1995/2000

12 	 Paddy Hicky-Dwyer 1995/2000

12 	 Niall Kearns 2000/04

12 	 Michael Hastings 2000/04

12 	 Killian Lett 2005/10

* capped while at UCD

UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY position



Position	 Player	
13 	 Breen Mullen (Leinster & Munster) 1940s

13 	 Frank O’Driscoll (Ireland non cap) 1970s

13 	 Ray Finn (Ireland B*) 1970s

13 	 Ian Finnegan (Leinster) 1970s

13 	 Peter Norton 1980s

13 	 Paul Bauress 1980s

13 	 Brian Glennon (Ireland) 1990/95

13 	 Brian O’Driscoll (Ireland*) 1995/2000

13 	 Ken Kennedy 2000/04

13 	 Fergus McFadden (Ireland) 2005/10

13 	 Andy Cummiskey 2005/10

14 	 Frank Johnston (Leinster) 1940s 

14 	 John Blayney (Ireland) 1940s

14 	 Michael Hillary (Ireland*) 1950s

14 	 Niall Brophy (Ireland*) 1950s

14 	 Billy Glynn (Connacht) 1960s

14 	 Tom Grace (Ireland*) 1970s 

14 	 Dave Moore 1970s

14 	 James Norton (Connacht) 2000/04

14 	 Stephen Grissing (Leinster) 2005/10

14 	 Cian Aherne (Leinster) 2005/10

Position	 Player	
15 	 Tim O’Toole (Leinster) 1940s

15 	 Tony Hickie 1960s

15 	 Tony Ensor (Ireland) 1970s

15 	 Pat Hinkson 1980s

15/10 	 Jody Fanagan 1980s

15/10 	 Collie Dunne 1980s

15 	 Paddy Barr 1990/95

15/11 	 Philip Bredin 1995/2000

15 	 Dermot O Sullivan (Connacht) 

	 1995/2000

15 	 Darren McKenna 2000/04

15 	 Ross McCarron (Leinster) 2000/04

15 	 Rob Kearney (Ireland*) 2005/10

15 	 Michael Twomey 2005/10

* capped while at UCD

UCD RFC Team of the Century 

Nominations BY position





Jack Molony plays in the Final Irish Trial, January 1950



The Touch Judges at the UCD v Corinthians match
watch as Philip Bredin converts one of UCD’s tries
AIB League, Belfield, Dublin - 12 December 1998




